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1.1. FocusP licensing  1.2. Illustrations and empirical domains
• In cartography literature, FocusP is assumed to 

be optional (Rizzi 1997, et seq.). 

• I argue that FocusP in Cantonese, Mandarin, 

and Uyghur must be additionally licensed.

A FocusP must be licensed by an overt complement. 


➡ While (1) is licit, (2) is not. (cf. (1) represents typical Focus movement.)

➡ (2) is supported by the ban on:

• Right Dislocation  of Focus

• Sluicing (Ross 1969)

• Pseudogapping ( Jayaseelan 1990)


• All involve Move+Delete in their 
derivation.

2. Correlations across 3 domains: (i) *Focus RD; (ii) *Sluicing; (iii) *Pseudogapping
• *Focus RD: In [C, M, U], RD must not target 

focus elements (OK if Topics/Defocus elements).

• Assuming a bi-clausal structure of RD, (3a) has the 

structure in (3c).


• *Sluicing: sluicing-like constructions must not be derived via Focus 
Move+TP ellipsis, i.e., must involve a base generation structure.

• *Pseudogapping: PG-like constructions must not be derived via Focus movement + VP ellipsis.
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4. Mirror images in Japanse, Korean, and Mongolian
• OK Focus RD: In [ J, K, Mon.], focus elements can be RD-ed.
 •OK Sluicing: At least some cases must be derived via Move+Delete.

•OK Pseudogapping: Move+Delete is possible.


5.1. Empirical generalizations 5.2. Speculation: Phasal ellipsis?
• (2) represents a constraint on contrastive fragment formation.


Selected. references: Abe, Jun. 2019. “Focus Licensing at the Left Periphery in Japanese Right Dislocation.” Syntax 22 (1): 1–23. • Bai, 
Xue. An Exploration of Multiple Sluicing from a Cross-linguistic Perspective. Ph.D. Diss. Tohoku University. •  Hiraiwa, Ken, and 
Shinichiro Ishihara. 2012. “Syntactic Metamorphosis: Clefts, Sluicing, and In-Situ Focus in Japanese.” Syntax 15(2). • Lee, Tommy 
Tsz-Ming. 2023. Last but not least: a comparative perspective on right dislocation in Alasha Mongolian. JEAL.

• It is unclear why (2) holds in some languages.

• The fact that the complement of FocusP cannot be 

elided might be attributable to a contain on ellipsis.

• Lee & Pan (2024) proposes that Chinese ellipsis 

privileges phases only.

• CP, vP, DP can be elided, whereas

• TP, VP cannot.


• Combined with a contextual approach to phasehood 
(Boskovic 2014), it is possible that FocusP, when 
appears, replaces the FinP or vP to be the highest 
projection in a domain.

• Its complement becomes a complement of a 

phase, rather than a phase, hence *ellipsis.


