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Introduction

® This study discusses the distribution of suibian F&{# in Mandarin.
® In most dictionaries and reference grammar, it means “casual, random".
® Predicative/Attributive
() a - -#7z GEARE)
TRMEIGITE » —EEHE—R > 22 BEE NE > EALRSEAE?
b. (&LHEZEE) FH/\E
M2 BEfE - A EaE—8Ess o Ak siit—3Fke

e Adverbial (manner)
(2) a It - HER CGREZN - BEE)
EEGNGE BB A > BIEEARK -
b. (EREER) F—tH
BRAIERENAIE - Rt BEME R R - REMTE? ROLZE?
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Introduction

® Suibian as a subordinator, similar to wulun ‘no matter’
(3) a - Tz (BEHHTEEL) £LH)

BRI - [ BB BRIt YT - BT ] -
B ER MR AEEN o

b. F (CTEEBEZ R
TEIRMZFRRGEE | RSN T > [ BEME ZIERE ] > BB AREIER -

c. =R CBIRIGE/\NEIE) (1980)
[ BEEE FRYAT2 ] BR—HEAE o

® The various usages are resulted from grammaticalization that starts as
early as Qin dynasty (Wang 2010).
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Introduction

® Adnominal usage is somewhat less common, but is still attested:

(4) Taiwan Mandarin: Sinica Corpus

a.  BEME —REERWiART W ENE o AREAIFRMAZ I LR o

b.  BEE — A > ERLUEITILH -

c. BBME —(EEAC - —IEEA RIS R LA B R -
(5) Mainland Mandarin: CCL Corpus

a.  BEEE —T HECE LASELVERR AL E I o

b.  BEE —PEHERNRFAIRR A LHEMRSE o

c. ML BEEE —BUNEGRELE A RERRE

® with a free choice meaning, like renhe {£{f] ‘any’ (Wang and Hsieh 1996).



http://asbc.iis.sinica.edu.tw
http://ccl.pku.edu.cn:8080/ccl_corpus/
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Introduction

® Synchronically, suibian is not as common as {Effl, but is not uncommon
(with regional differences).
® gt EIEHRERE
L Va Pan—-Chinese Synchronous Language Corpus

PEfE #f [ Search

—EE A&(n) H#(g) HA(x,y) “ah) H(i) BE(#)
FlfE Bl R HK # TP &

1995-99 2015-19 1995-99 2015-19 1995-99 2015-19

£ Distr % 20 113 5476 53.17 2524 357
¥ Rank 9952 13002 4977 7087 7609 6954
{£47] ## [ Search
—RREE A#(n) #4(g) Ha(xy) feik(h) A32(i) (%)
£ BI R HK # TP &

1995-99 2015-19 1995-99 2015-19 1995-99 2015-19
i Distr % 2571 18.25 36.24 5118 38.05 3057

#EF Rank 460 812 248 362 23 374
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Introduction

® In this talk, I differentiate three closely related usages of suibian, in
addition to the predicate/subordinator usage.

(6) Three usages of suibian

a. fih BB(E =7 4LEE) e o adverbial, manner
b. MET BEE —A&F GHE) o adnominal, free choice
c. M BEME MEE T |—AFE o adverbial, free choice

® [ argue that

@ suibian is ambiguous between a manner adverb and a free choice marker;
® adverbial and adnominal free choice suibian (1b-c) is derivationally related.

IACL 32 7/35
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Introduction

® To overview the proposal, I propose adnominal suibian is a phrasal
modifier.

(7) Adnominal, free choice suibian: a modifier of DP

DP
/\
(Modifier) DP
FCP/\DP
/\
F|C D NumP
suibian

IACL 32 8/35
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Introduction

® Adverbial suibian can be used as an manner adverb.

(8) Adverbial, manner suibian: a modifier of VP (= an adverb)

VP
/\
AdvP VP
suibian _— T
\Y4 DP
/\
D NumP

IACL 32 9/35
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Introduction

® The adverbial, free choice reading, however, is derived via incorporation.

(9) Adverbial, free choice suibian: an incorporated phrase onto the verb

VP

/\
(AdvP) VP

\% DpP

/\ /\
FcP \% FcP DP

suibian | T~

IACL 32 10/35



1s a manner adverb e-verbal, FC marker Concluding remarks References

Table of Contents

® Suibian as an adnominal marker

IACL 32 11/35



D000 00000000

Suibian as an adnominal marker

® Suibian is an adnominal marker.
(10) It can be part of an object.
a.  WEATIEA [ BEE — DA T RRRA] °
b. SREFERKE] > A%E [ BEE —Wi%E ] > wEIMhEIL-

(11) It can be displaced together with a displaced argument.
a. ... [ 8 BEEE —FEE ] SR —NMEASE IR N -
b.  HIAl [ 7 BEE (T2 7R00 [ 47— Palix 1 °
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Suibian as an adnominal marker

® Suibian-NP shares the same distribution of a canonical NP.

(12)

(13)

(14)

Prepositinal phrases
a. At [ EARSFN FEEE —REH ] ZREIX AR R AYIKE -
b. REMZERIGER [ R BEE — M2 N ] ELUVERIERE T FE. ..

Coordination with NPs
a. WEHEZFRIG | 8EKNAE
WHAITZH [ F1 BEE — AT+ NE MR ] o
b. HJIAEHFEEREIRIENHIRA_LREIR
[ A1 BEEE LA KT S ity ] Ehglsikan{qy 2

Contrast with NPs
XASEFHAE [ BEE — DA ] B9t > i [ — e ] 19SS o
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Suibian as an adnominal marker

® Suibian is external to DP.

(15) Baseline: #URKEZM AL HOR 7T > 7 BEE —A&H -

R
Ky
(16)  suibian-NPpjec: T BEE * —ARE o

®

(17)  BEFREE—AZE W[ BEE F —T0] FFHas -

(Novel)

CCL

® Indeed, suibian-NP in subject position can co-occur with mei ‘every’.

(18) a. BUWENEEAUKEER - 4545 > 2 ISR
BEfE & —IKATZIRAT |

b.  HEREAARGHERR - ENE
BEfE & CIMERHER A DUKEIZARRIRCR
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Suibian as an adnominal marker

® |n addtion to numeral phrases, suibian can be followed by wh-expressions,
(19)  suibian > wh (Chen 2021)
a.  XEMATAIRA BEE WE—D AN AL o
b. BEGT N BEE Fa A o KEREF L -

® .. and the free choice marker renhe ‘any’.

(20) suibian > renhe
a. HEEEINE - ZPuE - AW £ BEE E — MG E—E
b. —MMYEENREE RN —MEEEENEZE
% BRfE (M —PDHFEAN—FF o
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Suibian as an adnominal marker

® Adnominal suibian imposes selectional requirments on its NP.

(21)  Suibian +| NumP/ mou/ wh/ renhe/ (mei)‘
a. MET EE —KF GtE) -

b. *UET PEfE (KIEE) (GE) - *Proper nouns
c. =T BEME /ER GE) o *Bare nouns

d. *UET BB S4ANR GE) *Demonstrative phrases
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Suibian as an adnominal marker

® Adnominal suibian reuiqres overt Num, unlike other D elements.
(22) a. *MUET BEME AEF GE) -
b. =T & AF GE) -
c. fhET W AE WE) o
d =7 XEAKE GE -

® The ban on one-omission follows if suibian is a phrasal categroy.

(23) a. fMET (—) KFo verb licensing
b. ET & (—) &F (GE) o demonstrative licensing
c. =T FEfE AF *suibian licensing

d. cf. adverbial suibian: il BE{E 27T AF verb licensing
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Proposal

® These above observations justify the following structure:

(24) Adnominal, free choice suibian: a modifier of DP
DP
/\
(Modifier) DP

/\

FcP DP
| — T

EC D NumP

suibian
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Further evidence

® Suibian gives rise to an individual-denoting, indefinite reading
(25) a. AEVERETH o MRE[ BEEE —YIR R E O IRIE; RIGREMR ?
b, HEM BT [ BEEE W— T ] 0 ABL FASZZIB R M F A % o

® Suibian can be followed by de.

(26) a. RERXEMFECEROZE PRS-
AILAE] BEEERY — D/ INRTEFR=A2— R a] DUCRUEIX B AT 6T i b 2 7 ) 2

b. 77T REMER) — DA% ROERBETHA -
c. T MEGEH CHBEIRSRAE FEERY — B o

® Note the the causal meaning of suibian is unlikely in these contexts.
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Suibian as a manner adverb

® While the manner adverbial status of suibian is uncontroversial, I would
like to set up a diagnostic test to make sure when suibian must be manner
adverbial.

® More generally, this section and the next explore whether we have a free
choice adverbial suibian, by setting up a way to differentiate the manner
and free choice reading.

IACL 32 21/35
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Suibian as a manner adverb

® Evidence for a manner adverb:
(27) Incompatible with verbs that entail a non-causal manner:
a. #fth BEME #5307 (ALHEEE) -
b. #fth BEGE SFl T CAIHEE) RINE o
c. #{t BEME AR T CALMEEE) AU o
d. #fth BE(E SEBT T AL HIEE o

® This is in line with what is described in the literature.
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Proposal

® These above observations justify the following structure:

(28) Adverbial, manner suibian: a modifier of VP (= an adverb)

VP
/\
AdvP VP
suibian _— T
\% DP
/\
D NumP

IACL 32 23/35
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Suibian as a pre-verbal, FC marker

® Now we have established two usages of suibain, among other usages.

® They have different distributions:

® Manner adverbial suibian
® cannot follow verbs like 1% 58~ GFalt /410, #E 1T
® Free choice adnominal suibian

® cannot be followed by proper nouns/ bare nouns/ demonstrative
phrases

® [s there a gap?

Suibian Manner Free Choice

Adnominal N/A v
Adverbial (4 ?
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Suibian as a pre-verbal, FC marker

e Adverbial free choice suibian share the same selectional
requirements as its adnominal counterpart.

(29) #fth BEME ¥55E T CKLEEEE) /IN#L/BA/NG © manner suibian
(30) a. o BEfE WEE T —AE - NumP
b. M BEE fEE TR A mou ‘certain’
c.  PRATLL BE(E SERHTAn— AR EER L) = o renhe ‘any’
d. WRMhA FEE EBURATEE > M AEeERL - wh

® The acceptability of these sentences suggest that these suibains are not
manner adverbials (noting speakers’ variation, to be discussed).

IACL 32 26/35
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Suibian as a pre-verbal, FC marker

® [ suggest that an adverbial suibian can indeed be a free choice marker.
® Different from the manner adverb, it is derived via incorporation from
its adnominal counterpart.

(31) Adverbial, free choice suibian: an incorporated phrase onto the verb

VP

/\
(AdvP) VP

/\ /\
FcP \Y4 FcP DP

suibian | T~
D NumP

IACL 32 27/35
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Suibian as a pre-verbal, FC marker

Two pieces of evidence for movement:

@ Since incoporation is local, and requires structural adjacency, we expect to
see internvetion effects if movement is involved.

® E.g, nominal modifiers block adverbial, free choice suibian.

(32) a. MY [ HIAEBEM] BE —AEo free choice
b. #fth BEME W T [ HiEEEREWN | - —ARE o manner only
(33) a. JReEE [ EEHES SRR ] BEE — NS free choice
b.  JRRGIR BEGE gk [ AR SRR e — T manner only

IACL 32 28/35
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Suibian as a pre-verbal, FC marker

® Do-so replacement fails to target the clause adjacent to FC suibian.
® Jassume S replaces a VP (Wei and Li 2016).

(34) a. Baseline: manner suibian can be stranded.

R=FHE BEE [vo SRHKL]) FUthE BE [vw aStki] -
b. Target: FC suibian cannot be stranded.
*R=ATE [vp | BEME W& —AF | 2IOATE BEE [ve SHEM] -

c. Cf. FC suibian must be replaced altogether.
R=ATH [vp | WERE W1 |—AE | FIUMITE [ve BHIE] -

® That FC suibian cannot be stranded indicates that it is not an adverb.

® This follows from the incorporation account:
if suibian is incorporated onto V, it cannot be seperated from V.

IACL 32 29/35
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Some suggestive evidence

® Analytically, incorporation of a phrasal category onto verbs is attested in
Mandarin, defended in Wei and Li (2016).

® They propose that zheme % /& originates from the object of a VP, and is then
incorporated onto the verb.

(35) NP incorporation onto verbs
a. REFTTHOWGET o BHth S T - (p.187)
b. SR=FRAISHIIRIERA > Z=P0th ZEE 3% o (p.193)

® Depiste being pre-verbal, zheme conveys no advebrial meaning.

® Rather, it replaces a VP/CP argument.

IACL 32 30/35
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Concluding remarks

Among many other usages, I have argued that

® suibian is an adnominal, free choice marker that modifies a DP.

(36) fh=ET pEE —AE GLE) o adnominal, free choice
@® suibian also has an adverbial usage, which is ambiguous between
® a manner adverb (as reported in many literature);

(37) fth BEfE =T (ALEEE) Btk o

® afree choice marker, which incorpates onto the verb.

adverbial, manner

(38) fi| BE{E WEE 7 Ao adverbial, free choice

IACL 32 32/35



adnominal marker St s a manner adverb pre-verbal, FC marker

Remarks on speakers’ variations

® Grammaticalization path of suibian (Wang 2010)

(39) a. VO phrases ARGl
b. VO compound as a predicate/adjective (1)
Manner adverb (2)

d. Subordinator (3)

e. Adnominal free choice marker fth 5 T BEE—AFE o

f. % Adverbial free choice marker fhpEfEREE T —AF -

® (e) grudally becomes stablized, with some degree of speakers’ variations.

® (f) is relatively newer, and it also involves a movement mechanism,
showing greater variations.

IACL 32 33/35
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Further issues

® Discussions on free choice marker focus mostly on {Effl, but it is not the
only free choice marker in Chinese.
® For example, Cantonese makes use of 2{H, 3kH, and F&{F to convey similar

meaning.
(40) a. [E] BEFE BEME—AE o
b. WIEH 2H BIE—AF o
c. [arBA SRE BEE—AF o

® Different types of free choice meaning: Z{H vs. {£{f]
(41) a. RBH —BUkAHE - (42) a. FEEVE BH —AKBE o

Kt

b. MEA—HEIKAET ° b. ERESVCEM—AEE o
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