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1. Information structure in RD  3. Two types of RD, but why?
• Right Dislocation allows elements to appear after SFPs. 
•

• Consensus about RD - α can host topics or old info. 
• Variation in terms of whether α can host focus.

➡ These suggest that RD languages come in two types:  
 
 
 

➡ But what is responsible for the variation?

2. Whether focused elements can be right dislocated
• Comparing (a) Cantonese vs. (b) Japanese: (2) Focus marking (3) Wh-expressions (4) Focus intonation, (5) Contrastive focus
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4. A structural account: the licensing condition of Focus Phrase
• I assume a movement analysis on RD, defended 
independently in both languages. 

• But I remain open to a mono- or bi-clausal account. 

• Proposal: a parametric difference of FocusP 

•
  

•This explains why *Focus  
in RD in Cantonese.

★ The strength of this proposal builds on a three-way correlation between (i) RD, (ii) Sluicing, and (iii) Focus movement.

5.1. Predictions on Sluicing (10a) 5.2. Predictions on Focus movement (10b)
• In Cantonese, sluicing-like constructions involve no (Focus) 

movement (Wei 2004, Adams & Tomioka 2012, Li & Wei 2014). 

• In Japanese, they can (if not must) involve Focus movement 
(Fukaya & Hoji 1999, Hiraiwa & Ishihara 2002, 2012). 

• In Japanese, Focus movement is impossible in non-elliptical 
contexts (Ishihara 2001, Abe 2019). 

• In Cantonese, it is possible in such contexts (C. C.-H. Cheung 
2015, Lee 2022). Note the optional focus particle. 
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