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Introduction

® Relative constructions (RCs) are found across languages

(1) a FEZ—EFv [EFEEH ] Cantonese
b. She lives in New York, [which she likes]. English

¢ Pre-nominal (head-final RCs) vs. post-nominal (head-initial RCs)

® Linking word ge vs. relative pronouns
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Introduction

¢ In colloquial conversations and writings, there is a “hybrid" type of RCs in
Cantonese.

2 a MEERIBMA WMER (which E#RB—EF/ES A )
b. {EX#&IKE| F—3H5 , which A RERE A FREEES
c. EER RMALLEEE (which EXPFEEERE A)

® The signature property of this type of RCs is the lexical borrowing of the
English relative pronoun which.

® [ call this emerging type of RCs which-RCs.
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Introduction

® Which-RCs do not exclusively appear in written forms.

® Taken from an interview transcript in this 2015 HKU BA thesis:

(3) a HEEHE“.A values Bt ", in which
HE T UEF|{EMdevelop —fEcreative.. .critical thinking
i
b. 3EERA EE R BB AR R L T RE SR 2 MIB {4 current
affairsty » & ZE F 5] fEAZE 40— socio-political "%
issues ’ in which 24 EvaE AR} ... EEERD concern
15— B4 ELBR AL 3T BB 4 oA € B B R 4 "L values™®

® Caveat: most reported instances of which-RCs today are taken from the
internet of different sources, including forums, social network services,
blogs, etc.
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Introduction

® This study represents the first attempt in describing an emerging type of
relative clauses in Cantonese

¢ ... with the hope of informing the study of RCs, as well as code-switching.

® Drawing on data from internet resources, I discuss both the internal and
external syntax of this type of RC.

® [ reveal that which-RC are not only widespread, but also displays
properties not shared to RCs in Cantonese and English.

® A caveat: Instead of proposing a detailed syntactic analysis on which-RCs,
this talk at best discusses some syntactic issues associated with which-RCs.
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Internal syntax @ gap(-less)

® Which-RCs with a gap
4) a BEEEFRNEHRE T4 BEREHEA which A

T — B AR B R B subjects
b. HZABHMNEELZR (EREKEH) -
WhichfRIAALEE BASTTI® A —K objects

c. 1Eig poREl#R# %Eselfie » +RE
3|{Eex reply story E{Eattention * which{EfXZh"% VP clauses

d. flin RGE BEKEFE, RAELFE (WhichiT 2 AHE A)

VP clauses

e. HER BRPALBRERE (which{EtrEER) TP/CP clauses
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Internal syntax @ gap(-less)

® A note on clausal relativization:
® Cantonese RCs do not target clauses, probably due to the use of ge3

(5) a. *{ERXZH"E"E 5]{Eex reply story
b. *{EhrE4E T WL KD ALERE

® In contrast, English allows clausal relativization in appositive clauses
(6) a. Itold Maxto leave , which he never did. (Citko 2008)
b. Fairley is not here , which bothers Green. (Citko 2008)

c. Tusually smoke indoors , which the governor is going to ban next
month. (p.c. Adam Woodnutt)

d. John helped me move , which Mary avoided despite promising to.
(p.c. Adam Woodnutt)
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Internal syntax @ gap(-less)

® Which-RCs without a gap - resumption(-like) type

(7) a. A &R #imemo#k which {EMHE(FAIE R pronouns
b, HEBXMMEHRIE A MAEHE » ... which
HEMA TSR pro-forms

c. PBRES HLEPRMIFESIEWEE (which TBEGRERE) dem.
d. 4RI Online marketing , which

WIAKE B S ERREE dem.
e. AYFMBE album - which fBalbum R7A 1x%48 copies
f.  YBrHFTIRE M NEHEZRMD B MEEME RIFAKH

which M2 E B AR avoid ik /o copies

® Note that the resumption options go beyond pronouns.
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Internal syntax @ gap(-less)

® This is reminiscent of a property of non-restrictive clauses in English,
where appositive relatives can contain CP-internal heads (Fabb 1990
Citko 2008).

(8) a. The LAGB, which organization meets tomorrow, is based here.

b. *The LAGB which organization meets tomorrow is based here.

(9)  Oxygen and fire are related , which fact I long ago pointed out.
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Internal syntax @ gap(-less)

® Which-RCs without a gap - genuinely “gap-less” type
(10) Semantic association
a. [ 298I iR E ZEIREAEA which BRRE
BEAITRARBITIARE

b. HMEIAEH — (AR ApsER
—145%k fBphotographersff N2 B FREENEZERLEE -
which® £ tend to zero

(11) Parentheticals
a. [BEAMABAITHREIERME whichEG KK
b. HFLEHEILBESHMEANE - which&BEREZ@hiE A
¢ These types of which-RCs is fairly common.

® But they are not found in canonical RCs in Cantonese and English.
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Internal syntax - @ relative pronouns

® The choice of relative pronouns is almost fixed - either which or in which
(12) a  ZWURAEHFEIHE — —in which BASFIE » BhA1fH R
b, RARERRAEFAZREF In which ERRFRAL
® But this is not to say pied-piping is allowed in which-RCs. Consider:
(13) a *FEBA—FXERME > on which EADVIBRBRER
b. *REPFEEL > by which &RH H#RZ

® The form in which seems to be conventionalized in which-RCs.
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Internal syntax - @ relative pronouns

® On a related note, some forms appear to be conventionalized as well.
(14) a. EEEBUK—d > "AME'EAMMERRIE © which is HRETEERE

b. A& Amessage request, which means
{ER T ARME R X A4 232 /RELIR A

c. BEERAALMEHIAE29% » Which mean 14130x0.45x0.19
® But subject agreement seems to be irregular:

(15) *FKE "L £ Klinguistics®Z * which are 5F#7 H %
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Internal syntax - @ relative pronouns

® No relative pronoun other than which is allowed.
(16) a. *H—EHBEREE > where AhERARBIH T
b. *HBECEEN > who is RIUATEEmentor
c. *HRRB—EAHEL  that FHAYRLELA
d *REARAE > whose EEEIFHARB—FAE

® All these cases become possible if we change the relative pronoun to which
(at least to my ears).

® The borrowing of which from English is a signature property of which-RCs.
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External syntax

® While most which-RCs appear sentence-finally, there are sentence-medial
cases.

(17) a. BMEEAEpateint$E#FIREF (in whichfRrE{th A)
#RPE =] AL TR B AR R

b. AEUWFEAR L (which (EEAIFTF) 2FE
HEEMfing/F5EA E AR AT

B TRwhich —E&A TR AT EESHEErTH

d. FAUSEMmEEBIKE (in which BEREETR)
B S AT R MIA A 8

® Note that the sentences are degraded without (in) which
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External syntax

® The relative clauses can occur at a distance from the head noun they
modify.

(18) a. ZJEvumnk &R77 B L% E —2 which
RECEARBEALRER A

b. REXIAE BF AR B, which EELEERE A
® More interesting, they can even occur after sentence-final particles:
(19) a. BAAEE RWFLEEZF "B which IRE T BAKRE
b, BREERESE T | Which GERAEFRETIENREE
c EEEARFEREREE B which is ABRITRE B
* Note also that the relative clauses can also carry SFPs.
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External syntax

® Note that fronting of relative clauses is disallowed.
(20) a. *which {RE DEAKRE A Wi R4S RWFLrEEF B
b. *E which is hRFRE A B ERGFEREREX &

® In this regard, the left-right asymmetry is similar to relative clauses in
English, which are reported to allow postposing, but not fronting.

(21) a. [A man] was noticed [who carried a red suitcase]. (de Vries 1999)
b. *[who carried a red suitcase] [A man] was noticed.
c. I'have seen [Ann] yesterday, [who is our director]. (Citko 2008)
d. *[who is our director] I have seen [Ann] yesterday.
® Which-RCs share syntactic similarities with appositive clauses in English.
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External syntax

® Consider also Japanese, taken from Abe (2019), where the RCs are argued
to be late adjoined to the null head noun that is right-dislocated.

(22) a. John-ga kinoo A syoozyo-ni atta yo, [gc siroi boosi-o
John-NOM vyesterday girl-DAT  saw sFp white hat-ACC
kabutteiru].
is.wearing

John saw a girl yesterday, who was wearing a white hat’
b. *John-ga [Rc siroi boosi-o  kabutteiru] kinoo A
John-NOM white hat-ACC iswearing yesterday
syoozyo-ni atta yo.
girl-DAT  saw
¢ Given the productivity of Cantonese right dislocation, this option is not
implausible. But the appearance of SFPs remains puzzling.
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A sketch of an analysis

® In terms of discourse functions, which-RCs are similar to nonrestrictive,
appositive clauses.

¢ In terms of syntactic forms, they adopt relative pronouns, but the
grammatical function of which is bleached, which is almost a pure formal
marker of modification or additional, supplement information

® In terns of distribution, which-RCs are relatively unrestricted in the right
periphery.

® To probe the syntactic derivation of which-RCs, it is important to look at
different syntactic dependencies of the construction.

Lee (CityU) June 24, 2023 22/29



Internal syntax

000000000 [e]e] lele]e]

Between the head nouns and the relative clauses

¢ Long distance dependencies
(23) a. FAEEMK BEIRE ... which EAZE [p A AEELK ]

b. WARBAPELE FRE - whichBARRE [cp A
Hwin FARFAERZ — |

¢ [sland insensitivity
24) a HRAEFEER BHE > whichELEREERE A
b. REMEHEER M > whichE—ERiiEE ELLREER
A BEEE |

(25) a. AARRIRTWLA MER (which{EtiREZ—HEER A)

b. KR TIFA WMERK (which [ AAEHKRE—EEE A

P FRUMEME R EITREN A ] )
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Between the head nouns and the relative clauses

¢ The associating elements cannot be reconstructed in the which-RCs

26) a. FIR—RBEZHWE [ A KEZ B BERGELYH ]
2HEZ2

b. *PIR—RIB L HE 2IEEL -
[ which A (#}) (&L B 2 B 28E ]

¢ HMR—RBLHE 2HEL -
[ which (B3t &R &L B 2 BEREEN |

® Base generation of the head noun?
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The syntactic position of the relative clauses

® The relative clauses can be associated with a head noun within a syntactic
island.

(27) Complex NP islands and adjunct islands
a. "REBIRA FWifi routert€# , which&fE# A REA

b.) REFTEATER [ KRGS FA FWifi routert&d) i |,
whichHfmE#% A REA

(28) a EREHEAR G HEAEE sell KE AEEHF ’ which
KREDNEE A MEEFEEAETE °

b. EAEE sell RE AEFH > FIMGEREEA. > which
REDTHEE A

® Base generation of the relative clauses?

® => which-RCs as parentheticals? which as a parenthetical marker?
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The syntactic position of the relative clauses

® I shall note that the relative clauses containing a bound pronoun can be
put back to a lower position near their associating elements.

(29) a  #Hed BEAHEF [ K (ESFHER] R
b. & BEA #HF —HREFR B > which A 24 E 2F%
c. #ol SEA HT —RER R which WHREA E EE
¢ Jt seems that SFPs do not block this “putting back"
(30) #Y BEA #HF —HKRER B E > which A 24 E 2F%

® Note that this kind of pronominal binding does not require strict locality.

B & SEA #HE —RER Z R > MREFERAEETH
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Future research

® Spoken data

=> my impression is that which-RCs are quite common among university
students

® Speakers’ variations
=> [ myself is a speaker of which-RCs, but not everyone I know is.
® Which-RCs are also common in Mandarin colloquial writings:
(32) a WRERRBERESBLKAM » which FRARARTR, fREEMonster

b. ARCEAMEHEZLEET (Luca) » which&=FI
. BERFEE [FAXE] ' which& TUH=ZR=K
d HEEEHNERL FEPRT LSREBHESWhichRERETS

PEBL K T whichTIMI LI ER AR

f. EEZABEFAFERLR (whichBARBEEFR/N) EHLBME
g EHME BN LZNIERE which is ERERITERNERFR
h.  BABRERRATARZER > whichRIATFER 7 BIRMAARE

o
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