Introduction Ana Non-anapho: ar atior Conclusions

The dual status of the demonstrative gam2
in Cantonese

Tommy Tsz-Ming Lee
City University of Hong Kong
The 28™ International Conference on Yue Dialects (Yue 28)

December 13-14, 2024
Hong Kong Metropolitan University

Lee (CityU)


https://tszminglee.github.io
https://www.hkmu.edu.hk/el/yue28/

ticalization

Table of Contents

® Introduction

Lee (CityU) Yue 28 2/44



Anaphoric gam Non-anaphoric gam Grammaticalization Conclusions References

0000000000 0000000000 000000 0000000

Introduction

¢ The demonstrative gam in Cantonese

® Non-nominal anaphora
® Clausal or adverbial usage
® No distal and proximal distinction

Entity Time Place | Degree Manner Quality
Vel vEfE verE WEfE UERE B | "H gam3 " gam2 "H{ gam2

(1) a. Adverbial: ({&4E) vH &ARFESIWE ©  (Sio and Tang 2007,

(55))
b. Adverbial: 1E "l REFrEIF2E (1))
c. Clausal: Peterf4k "§ %2 ((51))
Lee (CityU)
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Introduction

¢ Indeed, gam is found in contexts that do not fit the above picture.

(2) a.
b.
(3) a.
b.
c.

FTER & B vk - FRAERAR mRfK o

FIEA A B BESE TR R - BEMA: BB o

R=AAETF g o (Peng 2003, (10))
iR = Rk muE Wy ot ? (Lee 2018)
R = FAERIHE —B i B (Lee 2018)
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Introduction

¢ This talk revisits the different usages of gam in Cantonese, with
special focus on its (non-)anaphoric nature.

® The loss of anaphoricity
® The missing heads
© SFP-like usages

¢ ] compare the grammaticalization path of adverbial gam2 with the
adnominal marker de/ge3, and reveal a parallel pattern in both
nominal and nominal domain.
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Introduction

® Some gams are idiomatic, and I will set them aside.
(4) a. Continuative: FeTER 1AMK 7%, » Wk 3| K HERE(E o
b. “Free choice": R 1AMKE B4R L EREW ©

c. Verbal suffix: {E& "k —{E3ER (Tang 2003)
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Anaphoric gam

¢ Clausal gam vs. Adverbial gam (Chao 1968; Lu 1980)
® Typically,

® Adverbial gams are pre-verbal.
¢ Clausal gams appear in predicate position.

Lee (CityU) Yue 28 8/44
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Anaphoric gam

¢ | Cl: Clausal gam

(5) Matrix clauses: " if @ FxF L o

(6) Embedded clauses:
a. Clausal subject: Mg PB4 4T} o (Peng 2003, (6))
b. Manner clause {EFEFX"E X "X 8% © (Sio and Tang 2007, (30))

Relative clause: M "f5E A (Sio and Tang 2008, (36a))
d. Noun complement clause:
(MRZERR) " E (Cheung 2007, p.99)

e. Subordinate clause: 15 W > W] LLEEIEIT ©

Lee (CityU) Yue 28 9/ 44
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Anaphoric gam

¢ | C2: Clausal gam with incorporation

(7) a FIEAEE vk - HERAR WK o gam+po
b. FTBALAARBELER » AR A © gam-+attitude verb
(AV)

® Gam appears preverbally, but it does not convey a manner reading.

® Rather, it conveys the underlined, clausal meaning.

Lee (CityU) Yue 28 10/ 44
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Anaphoric gam
® Weiand Li (2016) proposes in Mandarin that

® po is a light verb heading vP;
® the verbal anaphora is a complement of a null V;
® it incorporates onto V (which further moves to) v.

(44) Structure of zheme-zuo
vP

zheme vV ot
®) r 1 (p.200

Lee (CityU) Yue 28 11/44
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Anaphoric gam

¢ This incorporation account extends naturally to Cantonese
gam-zou, and also to the gam+AV case.

¢ Importantly, in the absence of the light verb, incorporation
becomes optional.

9) a FIHAMNRELER @ BEUR (k) M - AV+gam
b. cf *fTER X B ok - FRAERAEML K o DO+gam
¢ Also, nothing can interven between gam and the attitude verb.
(10) a. ?MTEALARBRETER @ B B —EUR o
b. cof FIEAMNREELTER @ HEMG—E XA °

Lee (CityU) Yue 28 12/ 44
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Anaphoric gam

® | Al: Manner and degree gam

(11) a. Manner: FIEREFEF b RER » KD K RER ©
b. Degree: (f5AE) mH RERFEHITK o

® Gam2 is designated to manner, whereas gam3 to degree.

(12) *Temporal/locative antecedent

a. *FIEABES=RERER > WAL W RER ©
b. *FTEABRSGMAE SRR - AR B RER

Lee (CityU) Yue 28 13/ 44
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Anaphoric gam

® | A2: Appositional gam

¢ In contrast with its clausal counterparts, adverbial gams can
co-occur with their antecedent (Cheung 2007).

(13) a & FAHL W REK o
b. [IBA BERIE WK HEFERL -

(14 a f&48AF =K K-
b. ZHEA KE ke

¢ It does not give rise to a sense of redundancy.

Lee (CityU) Yue 28 14/ 44
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Anaphoric gam

® Cheung (2007) suggests that these cases are indeed apposition

structures.
(15) VP
/\
AdvP VP
— T 'R
AdvP AdvP
AR R

¢ In these cases, gam2 can be deleted without affecting the meaning.
(16) a.  FFFHLRER
b. fREE =K & o

Lee (CityU) Yue 28 15/ 44
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Interim summary

® All the above cases of gam are anaphoric, to a clausal or to an

adverbial.
Type | left gam right | Syntactic status Anaphoric?
C1 / gam2 / predicate Yes
C2 / gam2  Dpo/AV | incorporated predicate Yes
Al / gam2/3 VP adverbial Yes
A2 | adverbial gam2/3 VP appositional adverbial Yes

Table 1: The distribution of gam and its syntactic status, part 1

Lee (CityU) Yue 28 16/ 44



ticalization

9000000000

Table of Contents

® Non-anaphoric gam

Lee (CityU) Yue 28 17/ 44



Introduction Anaphoric gam Grammaticalization Conclusions References

[e]e]e]e]e} 0000000000 0O@00000000 000000 0000000

Non-anaphoric gam

¢ | P1: adverbial particles

® Peng (2003) argues thatgam is grammaticalized as a structural
particle, since, the presence of gam affects the meaning of an
adverbial.

(17)  Peng (2003, p.549)
a. EfFIR " R EIE » KRR © (manner)
b. BB T > MREMHEX ° (temporal)
(18)  Sio and Tang (2007)
a. ESTRARR MK BB URRRL o vs. (E4TEA BRER A AR o
b. EZEE MW kickfR%E ° vs. (EREKickfR%E °

Lee (CityU) Yue 28 18/ 44
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Non-anaphoric gam

® But this argument is not decisive, since the meaning contrast can
be attributed to the manner requirement of appositional gam2.

® And no similar contrast is observed with gam3

¢ The structural particle status is, however, better supported by the
obligatory presense of gam in some cases.

(19) a FHHREIZH *(") 1T (Peng 2003, p.550)
b. AT XEERAXAEE *(") R (p-550)
c. [EHF%E *("EK) M (p.550)

d REEREA(H) &

Lee (CityU) Yue 28 19/ 44
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Non-anaphoric gam

* Following Sio and Tang (2007), gam in this usage can be analyzed as
a functional morpheme heading an adjunct projection, taking two
arguments.

® The 1°" argument determines the manner/degree meaning.
® The 2"¢ argument can be a manner/degree adverbial or a relevant

pro-form.
(20) GamP (gam2) (21) GamP (gam3)
e/\Gam’ e/\Gam’

¢ In this usage, gam loses its anaphoric nature.
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Non-anaphoric gam

¢ Indeed, when gam is optional in a sentence, it is difficult to
determine whether it is an apposition (A2) or a structural particle
(P1).

(22) a H EFERM (W) BER -
b. R&EA =K (vf) Ko

¢ [ suggest that this serves as the bridging context between A2 and
P1.
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Non-anaphoric gam

® | P2: gam as a sentence-final paricle (Lee and Wong 2018)

¢ In some cases, gam2 appears clausal-finally.

(23) a REBETFEHE (Peng 2003, (10))
b. R=BrEWuE W 2 ? (Lee 2018)
. REIHAERIHE—E T E (Lee 2018)

d. WRMREED DB o WA EIEIE

¢ In other words, the adverbial structure loses its head (i.e., the
modifiee).

Lee (CityU) Yue 28 22/44
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Non-anaphoric gam
¢ [ suggest that gam2 develops a SFP usage.

® Similar to its demonstrative counterpart, the SFP gam2 introduces
ad hoc event kinds of the associating proposition (cf. Umbach and
Gust 2014; Arsenijevic, Kratochvil, and Sio 2015).

® By raising a set of propositions (of the same kind), the speaker
avoids commitment to a particular proposition.

¢ This account is specific to gam2, as it originally refers to
manner/quality/situation.

® This explains why gam3 does not develop a similar usage, as it lacks
the same degree of flexibility.

Lee (CityU) Yue 28 23/ 44
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Non-anaphoric gam
® Note that this change is reminiscent of the intermediate stage of

how the structural particle of Mandarin de develops into a SFP.

® Re-referencing: a usage that turns the property denoted by X-de
into the entity that performs X (cf. ¥#45 F %) (Zhu 1983)

24) a FAREKZIBHYIEFE © (structural particle)
b. AREHKZEE (EFE) o (re-referencing)
c. FREIZIAAY © (assertion particle)

Lee (CityU) Yue 28
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Non-anaphoric gam

¢ One may suggest this usage involve the clausal counterparts of
apposition structures. I argue against this possibility.

(25) Gam2 can appear in interrogative clauses
a. [ S BHBEMHELE ] Hef?
b, [ BRATE X EBIEE | T ? forum

(26) Gam2 does not take interrogative clauses as antecedents.

FTER 84038 1555 H BMELET - * HAERAR K038 WY o

¢ (Plus, C2 disallows apposition structural.)

® This speaks against an apposition strucutre, and gam in this usage
is best regarded as head missing.

Lee (CityU) Yue 28 25/ 44


http://www.aquarium.org.hk/cgi-bin/ch/topic_show.cgi?id=4127&h=1&bpg=22&age=0

Introduction
00000

Anaphoric gam

0000000000

000000000e

Grammaticalization
000000

Conclusions
0000000

Interim summary

¢ Gam?2 develops two non-anaphoric, particle usages (P1 and P2),
whereas gam3 develops one such usage (P1).

Type | left gam right | Syntactic status Anaphoric?
C1 / gam2 / clause Yes
C2 / gam2  DO/AV | incorporated clause Yes
Al / gam2/3 VP adverbial Yes
A2 | adverbial  gam2/3 VP appositional adverbial Yes
P1 | adverbial *(gam2/3) VP adverbial particle No
P2 clause gam2 / sentence-final particle No

Table 2: The distribution of gam and its syntactic status, final
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Grammaticalization

¢ Cheung (2007): classifier go3 => (distal) demonstrative go3 => gam3

(go3+mat ‘that+thing’)
ko33: () = ko33: (¥§) > ko33:+m
kom33:

ko35: ($5§)

kom33: (F2FE) kom35: (fEHE)

kom33: (F2f&) kom35: (f558)

ko33: (&) ko35: ($§) kam33: (&%) kam35: (15RE)

¢ Lai and Wu (2020): classifier go3 =>» >

gam3 (go3+mat ‘that+thing’)

® Since Cantonese lacks pEM+N structure, and gam do not distinguish
distal/proximalusage.

Lee (CityU) Yue 28 28/ 44



Introduction Anaphoric gam Non-anaphoric gam Conclusions References

[e]e]e]e]e} 0000000000 0000000000 00@000 0000000

Grammaticalization

® Zooming in onto the development of clausal/manner gam2:

® (lassifier = Non-nominal demonstrative ...

(27) a. Cl: Peterf mi 22 o clausal anaphor
b. C2: F[ERE Bk - HERAR LA o clausal anaphor
c. Al AE " REFUEISLE o manner anaphor
d. A2 FAFAIH " RER o manner anaphor

* .. grammatical particles
(28) a. P1: HHKErE R Wk 4T adverbial particle
b.  P2: SR=RVEMINF L O 7 SFP

Lee (CityU) Yue 28 29/ 44
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Grammaticalization

¢ Indeed, this path pattern with the adnominal marker in other
Chinese languages, which also originates from the classifier.

¢ Using Yangchun Yue FS&EEE asan example (Qiu 2024):

Fid) — 8T R g P B — & KB |

@ —ABRE (&)

@ NMrieE. (#8739,
Q MRAFLEAD (H) . (%4 819,
@ MEE, RFHAN. (4 Hy 39,
® MABRKERRBEBIA (H) . (&4 847,
® 1B RARRA. (8] X B3,

Lee (CityU)
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Grammaticalization

® Interestingly, Qiu (2024) suggests that the head missing in the
adnominal strucutres serves as a necessary condition for the SFP
usage.
@ MRFRARERBA,
@ REAN TR RITA. B  BEHLE
O ARBRAR AP 14 BB el A
@ ARERIAREA A L IFAA

¢ She examines a number of southest dialects and minority
languages, and establishes the following correlation.

IR, +4 A5 | c-mERB, ra R

R, -9 ABA | -#smA% - K

Lee (CityU) Yue 28 31/44



Introduction Anaphoric gam Non-anaphoric gam Conclusions References

[e]e]e]e]e} 0000000000 0000000000 O0000e 0000000

Grammaticalization

¢ Ths correlation is also supported by the difference between gam2
and gam3.

® Only gam2 develops an SFP usage (P2), as it allows missing a head.

(29) a. [IBARIEUEY W4T (30) a. [RAEREA H & o
b. [FTBARIEEREH W o b. *EAEKEA v ©

® Gam3 (still) strictly requires the presence of heads, and thus does
not develop an SFP usage.

(31) a *H{R=ZTBETFm o
b. *IR=EULHEE o ?

Lee (CityU) Yue 28 32/ 44
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Conclusions

¢ Take-home messages: the different usages of gam

Type | left gam right | Syntactic status Anaphoric?
C1 / gam2 / clause Yes
C2 / gam2  DO/AV | incorporated clause Yes
Al / gam2/3 VP adverbial Yes
A2 | adverbial  gam2/3 VP appositional adverbial Yes
P1 | adverbial *(gam2/3) VP adverbial particle No
P2 clause gam2 / sentence-final particle No

Table 3: The distribution of gam and its syntactic status, final
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Yue 28 34/44



Introduction Anaphoric gam Non-anaphoric gam Grammaticalization References

[e]e]e]e]e} 0000000000 0000000000 000000 [e]e] le]e]ele)

Conclusions

¢ The grammaticalization path of the classifier into SFPs in the
nominal and non-nominal domain bears significant similarities.

® (lassifier  Non-nominal demonstrative ...

(32) a. Cl: Peterf mi 22 o clausal anaphor
b. C2: FIBAX Bk - FRERAR iR 4K o clausal anaphor
c. Al:1E " REFRERLE manner anaphor
d. A2 FAFAIH " RER o manner anaphor

¢ .. => grammatical particles
(33) a. Pl MK EE L W AT © adverbial particle
b. P2: SR=RVEMIUE L 0T 7 SFP

Lee (CityU) Yue 28 35/ 44
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Residue issues

¢ The discourse functions of gam2, compared to ge3.
(34) a. Entity: TeAREAR B ©
b. Kind: e AZELF AT R ©
(35) a. Assertion: Te{ESE A L%4T R B o
b. Approximation: Ye{BE B AT R W ©

Lee (CityU)
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Residue issues

¢ An additional usage of gam2: after SFPs.
e Pro-sentences (cf. f\A) ) ?

(36) a. RERBEHILIGARENZBEE AR HARRR  transcript
b. BMMAMRIAHAZ(EGEBEEBBRYT ik ? transcript

¢ Two possibilities of development

® An extension of the clausal usage (C3)
® An extension of the SFP usgae (P3)

Lee (CityU) Yue 28 37/44


https://www.lib.eduhk.hk/pure-data/pub/202402644/202402644_1.pdf
https://www.lib.eduhk.hk/pure-data/pub/202402644/202402644_1.pdf

Anaphoric gam Non-anaphoric gam Grammaticalization

horic ga
0000000000 0000000000 000000 [e]o]e]e]e] o)

Residue issues

® Perhaps related to the buzzwords in Taiwan Mandarin?
(37) Taiwan Mandarin (cf. 2-F; Wei (2020))
R TARNAERERIR UL AR R B AR

a.

b. TAERGEEHEBAERER~~

c. TFIAETH BIEIE - FR(EvMEEE A A E AR

d FERYE FRSHER
10BEfE B BEAR 7

f. REBZEESESREREMPIREARZER

g BAREIREVGHIR MR EAS BT AT =] DA AR

Lee (CityU) Yue 28 38/ 44
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