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Introduction: Object of study

® Wh-expressions in Cantonese can be reduplicated to convey a
non-interrogative, existential meaning.

(1) Bare wh-doublets (Wong 2018)
a. [TRAZE [ {EYABBIBRR™ LELE | - LB -
b. FREFYGEE [ BERE BE&F | v2EREER ©

® As with other attested forms of wh-doublets, only the
wh-expressions are reduplicated, i.e., wh-wh.

® Japanese & Yaeyaman (Sudo 2008, 2013; Davis 2016)
® Korean (Chung 1999; Kim 1999)
® Mongolian (Jang and Lim 2024)
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Introduction: Object of study

® We report a related, but less discussed, form of wh-doublets in
Cantonese, namely, clausal wh-doublets.

(2) Clausal wh-doublets
a. [EASE [E'AEBIE BRAEULTFRELE | » LB -
b. FREFYIEE [ BERRKTEERRT | 2EREHER -

® While this phenomenon has received little attention in Cantonese,
it has not been reported in other languages allowing wh-doublets
so far.
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Introduction: Object of study

e Some more naturally occuring data:
() a ARITETHEREE EEZREER

b. RBIEREEZZLRE BRULRL

c. ARMEIBFERK B EREEEWE R X BEIEEIT

® Clausal wh-doublets are as productive as bare wh-doublets.

Lee & Wong (CityU & PolyU)



Conclusion

Road map

® The plan for today:

@ Brief comparison between bare and clausal wh-doublets
® Licit forms of clausal wh-doublets

® Plural readings of clausal wh-doublets

® A non-uniform approach to bare and clausal wh-doublets

Lee & Wor tyU & PolyU) Yue 28



Table of contents

® Basic properties

yU & PolyU)



Bare vs. clausal wh-doublets: Similarities

® Both types of wh-doublets share similar productivity and are
attested in all kinds of wh-expressions.

(4) Arguments (5) Adjuncts
a. /g, v a %
b. #E /K b. Bt
BE c. %p%
d. B (8F) d. B:AR/
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Bare vs. clausal wh-doublets: Similarities

® Both convey an existential interpretation, instead of an
interrogative one.

(6) Incompatibility with interrogative embeddings
a. *FIBASRJCR]/BANE BESTEEST -
Fe[BABE S 38 SBARITBARST ©
b. *PERIFTBAFEEIE KIHET) T
FIEASRGEREE HBET) ©

(7) Compatibility with polarity question particles
FIEAPEAHES M REDE RPELE ¥ ?
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Introduction Size Plurality Derivation Conclusion

Bare vs. clausal wh-doublets: Similarities

® In most cases of wh-doublets, a quotative context is preferred.
® But strictly speakering, it is not a hardwired requirement.
(8) Quotative implication (Wong 2018)
The use of a wh-doublet implies a quotative context such that the

corresponding information has been received in another discourse
by any means.

9 a REKREZEBEARRE RLRE °

b. ZFHIEARKEZE - FREREETBE ? LR RKER RS
REBFES) 7

c. TFHEEMBRETE FARARRAL LITEFE -
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Conclusion

Bare vs. clausal wh-doublets: Differences

Type Bare wh-doublets Clausal wh-doublets
Form wh +wh V+wh,wh+V,..
Interpretation Existential
Presupposition Source known to the speaker
=> Plurality number-neutral plural only

=> Derivation  Reduplication morpheme  Phrasal Conjunction

® Before we talk about plurality and derivation, we first discuss
how long a wh-string can be doubled in the clausal case.
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Size: Upper bound (CP)

® The size of doubled wh-string can be as large as CP.

(10) a. Manner + VP:
BRHER - EFER BB ECLERWRLE -
b. SVO:
AR B EERREEARE @ RIAWEE -
c. Evaluative adverbs + TP:

FTBA B, B 3238 4T (A RUT B AR -
WRIE R F %] o
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[e]e] lele]ele)

Size: Lower bound (vP)

® To test the lower bound, the double object construction is used.

¢ From VP Shell Hypothesis (Larson 1988), double object
constructions are regarded as vP.

® The size of doubled wh-string can be as small as vP, but not any
internal structure.
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Plurality Derivation

[e]e]e] le]ele) 0000000 000000000

Size: Lower bound (vP)

® The size of doubled wh-string can be as small as vP.
(11) DO-I0
a. *VPinvP: *F[BR X B &R 5E
455 vE WEHELEHE A EEBEAEEME -
b. vP shell: o BA g%, H &R 5E
FI4% FrAUEHE FAUEHE R AEERME FuirEid
(12) 10-DO
a. ??VPinvP: 2FTBA AR H R Az
BEH0R RIS LB RS UE, R EHRREERSE -

b. vP shell: FTBA X H | A%
{E FER RS0 2B RA0E,/ #RSEEE HuRigE
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Size: Lower bound (vP)

® The size of doubled wh-string can be as small as vP.

(13) DO-P-IO

a.

??VP in vP shell: ??[[BA 5X, H B A&
(B3 U EPH Z eI HEET

vP shell: FTBARX B B A&

{E £ A0 B H R E AU I HZ 8
?V’ in vP shell: ?[BA 5k, H R A&
By E FiEEFEE -

*VP in vP shell: *FTEAEX H B A&
{E3%: WEFEENEFTEME o

vP shell: FTBAEX H [ Az

{E ErryEF S EX T EFEME -

ong (CityU & PolyU)



[e]e]e]e]e] o)

Size: Lower bound (vP)

® Coverbs are VP modifiers of VPs (Francis and Matthews 2006).

® We distinguish two prepositions from coverbs in terms of their
suffix-taking ability. Only the latter can partake in clausal
wh-doublets, agreeing with vP being the lower bound.

(14) Coverbs in clausal wh-doublets
a. ERFFZLE BEBEREE REEIR ° total
RE=ZRWMEL o
b. #EfEEEEE LEH AUERALE $TE-

(15) Prepositions in clausal wh-doublets
a. *RUFFROE RANDRE RARUTERANRE
b. 77?7 HEEHEE BT *3% B 38 3% S ARAT
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Size: Constituency

® [tis important to maintain constituency when doubling the
wh-string.

(16) Non-constituents
a. *FIEARK HARE&#E BEEEEE A
b. *FIEARR B A RIARERARE Z &% -
(17) Constituents
a. [EARKH#RREHKE BEEEAREEEEAR -
b. FTEAR HAY A BB L ERREREZ T ER -
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Co-occurrence with frequency adverbs

® Given clausal wh-doublets usually co-occur with verbs of
thinking/saying, they are most natural in contexts where there are
multiple thinking/saying events, especially with the presence of
frequency adverbs.

(18) a. MBARHEEZBEBRUEEEY
b. FTEARER %R 5 (ErEi% (EE
c. FIBAvAmERGE AR REMERTR
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Obligatory plurality

® There is an obligatory plural reading on clausal wh-doublets.

(19) Incompatibility with singular contexts - sole referent

a. HEARIRZERAEERTF B BEEMERL -
({ERIELALIEHEE - )

b, #HEARIKZEL S RFSEh SEREMEL -
({ERIETAL(EAE(E - )

c. FEAR{EI|EMERSSE UL -
(EEEREBRRAEERR - )

d. =FEAARIPEER S HOTFH0E -
(EEEREBRRMREEZER - )
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Obligatory plurality

® There is an obligatory plural reading on clausal wh-doublets.

(20) Incompatibility with singular contexts - one-time event
a. [TEAYMAMEBLE 35 BrA (BRI E R Btk ST IE ©
b. #FIHAYAMEERE B3R B BRI E Rk BFFEEIFE ©
c. RIREEEETRILRI R W DL REARREAR 2 ©
d. #RIREEEELTRIER| R o U BRI BRI o
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Obligatory plurality

® There is an obligatory plural reading on clausal wh-doublets.

(21) Incompatibility with singular contexts - degree
a. [MEAGERTRERE D EHRT| RIRER SR 3|HRLHE -
b. #FIEAGEHRET R & & 2| KRB LR S 3| 7T ek
c. BEAIEMREINR EZSES @ FHALEFBKE -
d +BRAELMR EIE&SEILS - BALERKSE -
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Nature of plurality: Distributivity

® Clausal wh-doublets allow a distributive interpretation over plural
subjects.

(22) a FEARIKZEREERTSMFA R4 BEREBMEL -
(HRABZE—HR - )

b, BURXMAARRERNESYh BEIPBREIF -

¢ FIUKETEE S BB ERL RS ST LET o
(B SERAE T EEE - )

A DIREEHTEIESITR] R AT M BRI B AESS

® This property can be handled by the distributive operator
proposed by Lasersohn (1998).
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Nature of plurality: Event plurality

® Crosslinguistically, an event plurality marker shows an effect of
distributivity over various dimensions (e.g. time, space, and
participants to the events) (Hofherr and Laca 2012).

® For Cantonese wh-doublets, the dimenion of distributivity is
contingent on the choice of the wh-expression.

* cg %FB% - time, 32/E - location, 328/ - participants

25/40
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Derivation

® Bare wh-doublets, as in many languages, arguably involve a
reduplication morpheme (i.e., RED) in the syntax.

¢ [t applies to wh-expressions, resulting in doublets.
® An illustration (Lee and Wong 2018)

(23) Bare wh-doublets

VP
/\
Bk NP
/\
RED3 NP

Lee & Wong (CityU & PolyU)
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Derivation

® Given that bare and clausal doublets differ in plurality, we argue
that they are derived differently, depiste surface similarities.

(24) Bare wh-doublets:

a. A ReED morpheme that is phonological dependent on the
adjacent wh-expressions.

b. It imposes no restriction/requirement on plurality.

(25) Clausal wh-doublets:
a. A covert conjunction morpheme that conjoins two clauses.

b. It conveys plural readings by virtue of the general nature of
conjunction.

Lee & Wong (CityU & PolyU) Yue 28
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Conclusion

Derivation

(26) Clausal wh-doublets

&P

/\
3 &P
/\
VP, &P
BELE — T
& VP,

BUEVE

® The plural reading comes from the two VPs denoting different

events.

¢ Conjunction applies to constituents (hence *Adv-V Adv-V O)

Lee & Wong (CityU & PolyU)
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Derivation

® The proposed covert conjunction morpheme applies to clauses, not

PPs.
27) a #BREREREHEREEILAET o
b. B :*SEZREHFABFNIMER -
c MBARFHAEBEMRARBEFEENR -
28) a H :RBEFEHFARFZMEELE  BAWMALS °
b. Mk FIBAM/NRriap BERBEBKFE -
c« ¥ REEXERERZRUEAFTAL o
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A detour: Pluractionality marker?

® Note that verbal/event plurality can be contributed by pluractional

(29)

(30)

markers (Lasersohn 1995; Hofherr and Laca 2012).

The marker in $Hoan distributes the events over places

Titi i-  ki-‘am-qllo *ki ci mQOun)
Titi past ki[pl] eat-around (PrEP place one)
“Titi eats around *(in one place).

(Collins 2001:467, ex 31a)

The marker in West Greenlandic distributes the events over times
Nuka ullaa-p tunga-a tama-at saniuqqut-tar-puq
N.aBs morning-erG direction-sG.aBs all-3s¢ go.by-repeatedly-iNp.[-TR].35G

‘Nuka went by repeatedly for the whole morning’
(Van Geenhoven 2004: 146, ex 27)
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A detour: Pluractionality marker?

® We suggest that event plurality is not (yet) grammaticalized in
Cantonese.

® =no covert pluractionality marker in Cantonese

® The dimension over which the plural events are distributed is fully
transparent in clausal doublets.

® Wh-expressions specify the relevant dimensions.
® The range of dimension is equivalent to the range of
wh-expressions.
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A prediction

® Compared to a reduplication approach, a conjunction approach
allows more flexibility of the two conjuncts.

® There are cases where the the two conjuncts are non-identical
lexically.

(31) a [HAHE BREBRL - EEEAE -
b. FEABZERIER| T U #ERFARL - AN—ERE -

® But they are still syntactically identical, and semantically coherent,
following general contioins on conjunction.
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A prediction

® The more specific conjunct must precede the one containing
wh-expressions.

(32) a *MEATEE RURAEIR @ BEEAE -
b. *FIEAEBZEVRIER] 7T L BRI AL - A0 —ERE -

e We are not sure from what this follows for now.
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Conclusion

A novel form of existential wh-expressions

Clausal wh-doublets contrast with bare wh-doublets in plurality.

They are derived differently, i.e., conjunction vs. reduplication.

A covert clausal conjunction morpheme is also suggested.

® Multiple sluicing(-like) constructions (Adams and Tomioka 2012)
® Bi-clausal approaches to Right Dislocation (Yip 2024)

We leave its distribution and precise nature to our future research.
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